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SUBJECT: VISIT OF UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE 

REF: GENEVA 9216 

1. UNHCR REP JACK LANDAU CALLED ON CHARGE DECEMBER 16 LANDAU, 

WHO HAD SERVED HERE PREVIOUSLY AS RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE, SAID THAT 
HE FOUND THINGS TO BE MUCH THE SAME AS WHEN HE WAS HERE, E.G. THE 
GOVERNMENT OF BOTSWANA CONTINUES TO PROVIDE CLOSE AND USEFUL 
COOPERATION WITH UNHCR AND TO PERFORM ITS DUTIES AS A HOST 
COUNTRY TO REFUGEES IN AN EXEMPLARY MANNER. 

2. HE NOTED THAT ONLY BOTSWANA REQUEST FOR AID HAD COME EARLIER 
THIS YEAR FOR 75 THOUSAND DOLLARS TO CONSTRUCT BUILDING AT REFUGEE 
CAMP NEAR FRANCISTOWN. 

3. RECENT BOTSWANA ESTIMATE OF RHODESIAN REFUGEES IS APPROXIMATELY 
500, DOWN SOMEWHAT FROM FIGURE OF OVER 600 IN AUGUST. 

BOTSWANA APPARENTLY CONTINUES PUBLICLY STATED PREACTICE OF 
FUNNELING REFUGEES THROUGH BOTSWANA TO ZAMBIA AND TANZANIA. 
LANDAU ALSO AGREED TO FIGURE OF BETWEEN 100 AND 130 BASOTHO 
REFUGEES IN GABORONE AREA MOSTLY KEEPING LOW PROFILE IN 
INFORMAL AND FAIRLY PERMANENT STATUS. HE AGREED THAT, EXCEPT 
FOR MIGRATION OF FEW THOUSANT ANGOLANS SEVERAL YEARS AGO, 
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NAMIBIA MAY HAVE INCREASED BUT ARE PROBABLY NO MORE THAN 
100 DUE TO DIFFICULTIES IN CROSSING KALAHARI. 

4. WITH REGARD TO RHODESIAN REFUGEES TRANSITING BOTSWANA 
FOR ZAMBIA AND TANZANIA, LANDAU SAID THERE IS SLIGHT SPECULATION 
BASED ON PREVIOUS PRECEDENT, THAT ZAMBIA MAY BE TURNING SOME 
BACK TO RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT. 

THOMSEN 
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